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Hiragana Kunrei Romaji* Pronunciation Tip | Note for Spanish,
OB R Fgeote—<x Portuguese, or
French speakers
Vowels
B a ah/aa Similar to your vowel
VD i ee sounds
9 u 00
e e eh
¥ 0 oh
Consonants + VVowels
R ka Ad “k” or “c” & sounds like “qui”
X Ki sound before each | jn Spanish and <
< ku vowel sounds like “que” in
3 ke French
Z ko
S L% sa si su se so Ad “s” sound L sounds like “xi”” in
before each vowel Portugese
except L (she)
7-HoTeE tatituteto Ad “t” sound before
each vowel except
% (chee) and
(tzoo)
2z dhiad na ni nu ne no Ad “n” sound
before each vowels
ITOS~IZ ha hi hu he ho Ad “h” sound Close to ““rr-** or “r-
before each vowels | ** sound in French
and Portugese. “xa,
Xi, ju, ge, jo”” may be
better for Spanish
speakers.
Fhdrd ma mi mu me mo Ad “m” sound
before each vowel
L L ya yu Yo Ad “i” or “y” sound
before each vowel
50 A5nA rarirurero Ad in between “r” and “I” sound before each
vowel. My personal opinion is that it is
much closer to “L” than “R”.
b wa Wo wah/waa, oh — don’t pronounce “w” in wo.
A n




Hiragana Kunrei Romaji* Pronunciation Tip Note for Spanish,
[OSY:EVAS AHHK e —<F Portuguese, or
French speakers
NEITFZD ga gi gu ge go Ad “g” sound before ZF'sounds like
each vowel “qui”’, /7#'sounds
like ““gue’ in
Spanish
ILIFEFE za zi zu ze zo Ad “z” sound before
each vowel except U
(jee)
BTy da zi zu de do Ad “d” sound before
each vowel except ©
and >
[EqO P NN ba bi bu be bo Ad “b” sound before
each vowel
=GO SIS pa pi pu pe po Ad “p” sound before
each vowel
T T E x| kyakyukyo Pronounce X first then <°. Repeat it several
L Lw L X |Syasyusyo times faster and faster. You will eventually
L bw bHr |tyatyutyo get & %> sound. Same goes to all the others
% 12w 2 | nyanyunyo irrl]this ;ectic_)n. r']l'hel(;/it')sual of each Igttgr_
shows how it should be pronounced. Bi
O 0w 0O |hyahyuhyo letter is stressed and thezmall letter is )
> L | Myamy myo unstressed.
DN VY U X |ryaryuryo
Tx T E X |gyagyugyo
L Lw LU X |2Zyazyuzyo
b5 bw BHx
% Uy x| byabyubyo
K 'y Vx| pyapyu pyo

*There is more than a couple of Roma-Ji systems, but the one I use here is the Japanese
standard as | believe it is less confusing to remember. | strongly recommend that you
master Hiragana and not to depend on Roma-Ji. Most of my articles are and will be
written based on my assumption that readers and viewers are familiar with Hiragana.

Except for 5, 3, B, B, B X (type “di” for & , “du” for -3 , “dya” for <, “dyu”
for 5 , “dyo” for & k), you can use the Kunrei Roma-Ji as a guide to type Hiragana
on you keyboard (e.g., type “gya” then you will get = %°) provided that you have set up
your computer fo Japanese language input. If you don’t know how to set up your
computer for Japanese IME, here is a link for you:
http://www.greggman.com/japan/xp-ime/xp-ime.htm



http://www.greggman.com/japan/xp-ime/xp-ime.htm

		2008-01-29T12:10:07-0800
	みどり (光陰)




